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Abstract	

An increased recognition of an educators’ obligation to educate everybody (Hodkinson & Vickerman, 
2009) and a more pragmatic motivation for inclusion in terms of promoting social cohesion and 
economic productivity (Armstrong, Armstrong & Spandagou, 2010) has seen education organisations 
adapt to become more inclusive. While there is no universally agreed definition of ‘inclusion’, one way 
to consider it is in terms of making education accessible and meaningful for all (Hart, Dixon, 
Drummond & McIntyre, 2004). In science classrooms, making education accessible and meaningful 
for all, inlcudes supporting visually impaired and sighted learners in making sense of science diagrams. 
The project reported in this paper involved seven classes from three schools: one primary school class, 
five classes from one secondary school, and a class in a school for the blind. We relied on convenience 
sampling. These case study snapshots of observed lessons within seven milieus provide an insight into 
the rights and duties in terms of position, social action and storyline. Teachers/schools actively attempt 
to help visually impaired students to make better sense of illustrations, drawings and diagrams in 
science lessons. However, teacher agency in supporting the visually impaired, and access to resources 
(people and things), may be reduced, when diagrams, drawings and illustrations are modified, through 
the unforseen loss of unspoken messages. Some of the tacit messages and interpretations, clues are lost 
when the diagrams, drawings and illustrations are modified. 
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